
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING JANUARY 13, 2014 6:00PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present: Derrick Baker, Mary Giles, Cheryl Kennedy, Jim Matthews, Ann Panthen, Karin Vermillion, Mary Watson 
Members Not Present:  All Present            Also present: Lynn Schmit, Kate Smith 

Approval of Minutes 

Mary Giles moved to approve the minutes from the November 11, 2013 meeting. Jim Matthews seconded; the motion passed.  

Treasurer's Report 

The board did not receive the October 2013 financials and check register in time to review them before the November 2013 meeting, so 
approval of these items was tabled until the next meeting. The December 2013 meeting was canceled due to lack of business.  

Derrick Baker moved to approve the financial reports for October, November, and December 2013. Mary Watson seconded. Roll call vote; 
all trustees voted in favor of the motion. Derrick moved to approve the check registers for October, November, and December 2013. Mary 
W seconded. Roll call vote; all trustees voted in favor of the motion.  

Librarian’s Report 

Lynn Schmit submitted the Librarian’s report before the meeting. She added the following information: 

 The Friends of the Mahomet Public Library will hold a winter book sale January 30-February 1 

 There will be a Polaris upgrade January 18-21 and the library will have to be in offline mode January 19 and 20.  

Ann Panthen and Cheryl Kennedy asked for more details on the Run for the Library 2013. Lynn told the board that participation was down 
by about 50 people due to the weather and that, while financial information was not complete, the Friends and Rotary expect to each 
earn at least $2,000.  

Audience Comments – No Audience 

Committee Reports – Strategic Planning 

Derrick informed the board that the staff survey has been distributed to library staff and a public survey will be created next. The 
community Task Force will meet on January 27, 2014 to finalize the public survey. Task force members will then gather public responses 
through their various community groups and connections. Meanwhile, the library will distribute the survey to patrons.  

Unfinished Business – No Unfinished Business 

New Business 

A. Libraries of Illinois Risk Agency Report 

Lynn was directed by the Board at the November 2013 meeting to look into the group insurance available through the Libraries of Illinois 
Risk Agency (LIRA). She reported that the library’s current provider, Mahomet Insurance, offers insurance for $2169 less than LIRA and is a 
local company that supports the library. She recommended the library remain with the current provider.  

B. Review and Filing of Ehlers Investment Partners Investment Report 

The board agreed to accept the November and December reports and place them on file.  

Trustee Comments  

Cheryl asked about direct communication between board members and how that works with the Open Meetings Act (OMA). After some 
discussion, it was agreed that, because the OMA rule about discussing library business is broad, it is best to continue with the current 
practice of no direct communication between board members about anything to do with the library.  

Cheryl suggested that the board meeting policy should be amended to include clear policies on canceling board meetings. The board 
directed the Policy Committee to do this.  

Mary G. asked if the library had received a report from Cindy Guthrie, the consultant hired to review the library’s compensation and 
benefits structure. Lynn informed the board that she was expecting a written report by the end of January, which would be submitted 
first to the board’s Personnel Committee. The committee would then make recommendations to the full board.  

Adjournment 

Mary W moved to adjourn the meeting; Mary G seconded. The motion passed; the meeting was adjourned at 6:35pm.  

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


