
MAHOMET PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING FEBRUARY 9, 2016 6:00PM AT THE LIBRARY 

Members Present:  Charity Bundren, Jeanne Campion, Chris Forman (arrived during librarian’s repot), Jim Matthews Karin Vermillion, 
Mary Watson    Members Not Present:  Mary Giles       Also present: Lynn Schmit, Kate Smith 

Approval of Minutes 
Karin Vermilion moved to approve the minutes from the January 11, 2016 meeting. Mary Watson seconded; the motion passed.  

Treasurer's Report 
Jeanne Campion moved to approve the financial report for January 2016. Mary W. seconded the motion. Roll call vote; all trustees 
voted in favor of the motion. Jeanne moved to approve the check register for January 2016. Karin seconded the motion. Roll call vote; 
all trustees voted in favor of the motion. 

Librarian’s Report 
Lynn Schmit submitted the Librarian’s report before the meeting. She added the following information: 

 Long-time library bookkeeper Janet Savoie is stepping down from this position in April. Kate Smith will take over bookkeeping 
duties, with payroll outsourced to ADP.  

 Given the low interest rates, library staff looked at refinancing the bond. The library’s consultants agreed that it would be better to 
wait on this to maximize savings.  

Jim Matthews asked if all trustees had filed their statements of economic interest. Lynn reported that some still need to do so. 

Audience Comments – No Audience 

Committee Reports – No Reports 

Unfinished Business – No Unfinished Business 

New Business 

A. Acceptance of biannual Closed Session Minutes Review 

Mary Giles submitted her report before the meeting, recommending that all meeting minutes currently closed should remain so. Jim 
moved to accept this recommendation. Chris Forman seconded; the motion passed.  

B. Acceptance of Ehlers Investment Partners Report 

The board agreed to accept the January report and place it on file. 

Board Advocacy 
Jeanne reported that the Jr. High had an assembly with Dee Brown as the guest speaker. He encouraged students to read more, stating 
that he himself reads at least one book per month. Karin suggested that the library might want to have a display of Dee Brown’s 
favorite books and/or similar displays for other local celebrities.  

Jeanne told the board that this year’s Read Across Mahomet book will be “Petey,” by Ben Mikaelsen. She noted that the library is listed 
as a supporter of this program.  

Lynn reported that she attended a community leader’s luncheon at Busey Bank and was able to talk about what the library is doing and 
the upcoming anniversary activities.  

Trustee Comments 
Jim reported to the board that he was a party to a letter recently sent by IHLS to member libraries, discussing the current funding 
situation for IHLS and libraries in general. IHLS normally receives $3.4 million from the state’s Per Capita grant. This year, the 
organization expects to receive $1.9 million. Jim noted this will affect many services, especially inter-library loan. The Per Capita rate 
has dropped from $1.25 to $0.77. For the Mahomet Library, this will mean a decrease of approximately $4480 in state funding.  

Jim encouraged trustees to advocate with legislators, pointing out that decreased funding cuts into the reason for library systems’ 
existence, as we will not be able to share resources around the state as much as we have in the past. He informed the board that there 
would be library system-sponsored meetings with legislators in Edwardsville and Bloomington-Normal on February 19.  

Adjournment 
Jeanne moved to adjourn the meeting. Mary W. seconded. The motion passed; the meeting was adjourned at 6:31pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by Kate Smith, Business Manager 


